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Question 1: Commercial Chapter 11 bankruptcy filings in H1 2020 were up 26 percent over H1 2019. Compared to H2 
2019, the probability that commercial Chapter 11 bankruptcy filings in H2 2020 will: 

Number of responses: 32 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.epiqglobal.com/en-us/experience/restructuring-bankruptcy/aacer-court-data-and-process-automation/services/bankruptcy-statistics-trends


Question 2: Total bankruptcy filings—the vast majority of which were individual—were down 23 percent in H1 2020 
over H1 2019. Compared to H2 2019, do you think H2 2020 bankruptcy filings will: 

Number of responses: 33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.epiqglobal.com/epiq/media/aacer/aacer-jun-2020-nationwide-bankruptcy-filings-by-state-and-jurisdiction.xlsx


Question 3: In addition to the NBER recession that began in February, what is the probability that each of the following 
scenarios will occur during this year (2020)? 

Number of responses: 32 

 

 

  

https://www.nber.org/cycles.html


Question 4: Congress is considering whether to extend federal pandemic unemployment insurance benefits, which 
currently give jobless workers an additional $600/week in federal benefits, but are set to expire on July 31. In your view, 
what is the probability that each of the following federal policy choices would most benefit the entire economy over the 
rest of the calendar year (2020), assuming that standard state unemployment benefits remain in place? 

Number of responses: 33 

 

 

 

 

  



Question 5: In thinking about how federal policymakers should best support jobless workers, and assuming that 
standard state unemployment insurance benefits remain in place, what do you think is the probability that each of the 
following strategies would most benefit the entire economy over the rest of the calendar year (2020), setting aside any 
concerns you may have about logistical feasibility? 

Number of responses: 33 

 

 

  



Question 6: Imagine you were in charge of allocating $1 trillion for a federal stimulus package designed to soften the 
effects of the COVID-19 recession. (In this hypothetical, the health crisis is being considered in a separate bill.) Which of 
the following targets would be your top three priorities, in order? Please rank only your top three priorities, with "1" 
being the highest priority. 

Number of responses: 33 

 

 

  



Question 7: What is your prediction for the December 2020 U.S. unemployment rate (i.e., the U3 rate that will be 
released in the employment situation report in January 2021)? 

Number of responses: 33 

 

 

  



Question 8: What is your prediction for quarter-over-quarter annualized real GDP growth in the second quarter of 2020? 

Number of responses: 33 

 

 

  



Question 9:  What is your prediction for quarter-over-quarter annualized real GDP growth in the third quarter of 2020? 

Number of responses: 32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 10:  What is your prediction for quarter-over-quarter annualized real GDP growth in the fourth quarter of 
2020? 

Number of responses: 31 

 

 

 



Question 11:  When do you expect real GDP to have caught up to its pre-crisis level (Q4 2019)? Assign a probability to 
each half representing the likelihood that GDP will catch up to its pre-crisis level in that half. 

Number of responses: 33 
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